
Dear Parents/Carers 

This is my last message to you all before 

your permanent headteacher, Mrs Rebecca 

Dulieu, takes over the leadership of St 

Mary's Fields in January 2018. Mrs Dulieu 

comes with a very strong and 

positive reputation from her current post as Deputy Head 

at Coleman Primary. She has already been into school a 

number of times so that the transition to her leadership is 

as smooth and informed as possible. I am sure that Mrs 

Dulieu will lead St Mary's Fields from strength to strength 

and wish her well in this new role. 

This term has seen a number of key developments at St 

Mary's: 

 Tightening of safeguarding and Child Protection 

procedures 

 Developing Writing and Maths Journeys in all year 

groups 

 Introducing more reasoning/problem solving in maths, 

whilst increasing the amount of time spent on arithmetic 

 Improving the whole school learning environment/

displays 

The local authority advisory team have been supporting the 

school with both writing and maths developments. Ann 

Smalburger (Knowledge Transfer Centre) continues to work 

with our Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 staff on the 

teaching of phonics and guided/shared reading. 

Attendance is up, but there is still lots of work to be done 

in making good attendance more consistent. 

Thanks to all parents who have attended Celebration 

Assemblies and the various school events this term. Your 

support is much appreciated. 

I wish all pupils, staff and parent/carers 

future success and happiness. 

Tim Foster 

Interim Headteacher 

 

CHRISTMAS FAIR 

On 2nd December, PATCH held the annual Christmas Fair. 

This year it was held on a Saturday to avoid the crush after 

school. The PATCH core committee and other volunteers 

worked tirelessly for weeks preparing the event and it was 

well worth it. What a wonderful event it was. There was 

some tasty, multinational hot food on offer, Santa was kept 

busy seeing many children and others waited to have their 

faces painted. There were some amazing craft stalls with 

decorations made by children in the school to buy. The 

Gingerbread houses from the competition were on display 

and there were so many fabulous creations and worthy 

winners of that and the other colouring competitions. Live 

music from the musicican who “jammed” without rehearsal, 

playing festive carols, really added to the Christmas 

atmosphere. We can’t thank those who contributed enough! 

The core committee and volunteers were amazing and now 

deserve a long rest! £1.,570 was taken on the day! Thank 

you to all who attended or contributed in any way!  

 

CHRISTMAS CONCERTS 

Early Years Performances, Hawthorn, 

Rowan and Chestnut, Wednesday 13th 

December at 10am and 2pm 

Year 1 & 2 Performances, (Classes 1HJ, 

1LW, 2PM and 2CA ) Thursday 14th December  at 10am and 

2pm 

Year 4 Concert Classes 4LS , 4RF and 4LH will be 

having a Concert at Holy Apostles Church on Monday 18th 

December at 6 pm (no tickets required) 

Entrance for Early Years and Year 1 & 2 is by ticket 

only to comply with fire regulations. Each family is 

allowed 2 tickets. 

Early Years tickets available  from Class Teachers; Year 



 

 

1 & 2 tickets available from School Office . 

We will be having a “Silver Collection2 after each 

performance of the Christmas Concerts to raise money for 

the African Children’s Choir.  

 

YOUNG VOICES 

 Once again the Year 5 children will have 

the incredible opportunity to participate 

in the event- YOUNG VOICES. Schools from around the 

country will  come together to form one of the 

largest  massed choirs of approximately 6-8,000 children. 

This event will be held at the Birmingham Genting Arena on 

Tuesday 9th January 2018. 

This is a fantastic experience for our children and one they 

will never forget! 

Rehearsals are already underway and the children have 17 

songs to learn between now and January; they are all 

getting excited and looking forward to singing the songs, 

which consist of contemporary as well as classical, pop and 

rock! 

 

DON'T MISS IT!! 

Chris Daye: Music Co-ordinator  

 

 

INTRODUCING OUR NEW 

HEADTEACHER  

Dear Parents/Carers, 

  

I am really looking forward to starting my Headship at St 

Mary’s Fields in January. Over the past few weeks I have 

had the opportunity to visit the school on a number of 

occasions to see the work that has been going on this term, 

meet the staff and some of the pupils. This has given me 

valuable insight into the many strengths of St Mary’s but 

also the areas where things can be developed further. 

Apart from attending the PATCH Christmas fair last 

Saturday, I have not had the opportunity to meet many 

parents, but I will be on the playground at the beginning 

and end of the school day from the beginning of the new 

term, so please come and introduce yourselves and of 

course if you wish to make an appointment to see me, please 

do this through the school office. 

I wish you all a Merry Christmas. 

Kind regards, 

Rebecca Dulieu 

Thank you to everyone who helped in any way with the 

Children in Need fundraising we raised... 

£760.26! 

MATHS MATTERS SESSIONS 

As maths coordinator, I often listen to parents' concerns 

about maths, and the most common concern by far is that 

parents don't feel able to support their children's maths 

learning at home.  Parents often say that they don't know 

the methods currently taught in school.  In light of this, we 

ran maths matters sessions after school last week.   

This was a wonderful opportunity for both parents and 

teachers to share their maths strategies and 

understanding.  Teachers demonstrated the methods which 

are taught in their year group for each of the 4 operations 

(addition, subtraction, multiplication and division), and gave 

out copies of our 'stepping stones to formal calculations' 

document to parents.   

Parents then took their turn to give input.  They had a 

chance to share when in real life they would have a chance 

to talk about maths with their children.  It was fascinating 

to hear about the ideas which parents had for this, and a 

leaflet will soon be put together to share all of these ideas 

school-wide. 

It has been great to lead this collaborative work between 

parents and teachers and I am looking forwards to putting 

together the results to share with you all, 

Luke Stratton 

 



ECO EAGLES 

In November we started the WOW Walk to School 

Challenge. Every morning, children are logging how they get 

to school and, if they travel to school in an active way (walk, 

park and stride, bike, scooter) at least once a week, then 

they are awarded a special badge. The badges this 

academic year are themed around the Americas. The WOW 

Travel Tracker app can be downloaded to smart devices and 

scanning the badge with the app sends you to facts and 

activities. Throughout November, 93% of children travelled 

to school in an active way at least once a week. Below you 

can see the percentage of each year group who are 

travelling actively: 

F1 - 84% 

F2 - 89% 

Yr1 - 93% 

Yr2 - 97% 

Yr3 - 94% 

Yr4 - 92% 

Yr5 - 95% 

Yr6 - 95% 

Well done to Year 2 who are the winners of the WOW 

trophy for November. 

Since starting the scheme, we have seen a marked 

difference in the amount of traffic outside both school 

entrances. Keep up the good work. 

 

 The Eco Eagles have just produced their Eco Code: 

 

Our School’s Eco Code 

 

E -veryone let’s save the planet! 

C -ooperate to save energy by turning off the lights and 

taps when not in use. 

O -ur school promises to remind everyone to recycle. 

 

E -at fruits and vegetables for healthy body and mind. 

A -dd walking to your daily routine. 

G -o and keep our school free from litter and waste. 

L -ove our planet for a better tomorrow. 

E -njoy looking after our environment. 

S -aving the planet is everyone’s responsibility! 

 

 STAFF CHANGES 

We have said farewell and best wishes in her new job to Jo 

Scott, Lunchtime Supervisor. We welcome Karen Breed to 

the team ofLunchtime Supervisors .  

 

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE IN SCHOOL 

In order to keep children safe in school, we are not able to 

let parents walk unaccompanied around school. This means 

that when previously we have allowed parents etc. to use 

the disabled toilet we are no longer able to, except in an 

emergency when they will need to be accompanied to the 

door by a member of staff.  

COMPETITION WINNERS 

On Saturday 26 November, the Celebrate Safely 

campaign’s competition 

winners were announced at 

Central Fire and Rescue 

Station. 

The Celebrate Safely campaign is 

run jointly between Leicestershire 

Fire and Rescue Service, 

Leicestershire Police and 

Leicester City Council.  At the 

start of the campaign, as we do 

every year, a competition was set 

up for school children in Key 

Stage One and Key Stage Two; what 

the pupils had to do was come up 

with an idea for how they would 

celebrate safely during the festive 

periods – Eid, Navratri, Diwali, 

Halloween, Bonfire Night, Christmas 

and New Year.  

Vanessa Balcare`s  (Year 2)  and 

Kenzie Garner’s (Year 6) entries were selected by a panel 

of judges as the best entry from their year group at 

school.  

SCHOOL WEBSITE  

Please take a look at our excellent  school website (www.st-

marysfields.leicester.sch.uk) which is being constantly 

updated.  

 

NEW ARRIVALS 

Congratulations to Mrs Worrad on the safe 

arrival of a baby boy ! We are delighted for her! 

We have just heard the news that Mrs Lane has 

also now had a baby boy! Congratulations to her 

too! 

Vanessa Balcare 

Kenzie Garner 



IMPORTANT DATES 

Tuesday 12th December Lunchtime 

Christmas Dinner  

Wednesday 13th December—Chestnut, 

Rowan and  

Hawthorn Classes Christmas Concerts 10am and 2pm 

Thursday 14th December— Year 1 and 2 Christmas 

Concerts  performance of Little Robin Red Vest 10am and 

2pm 

Monday 18th December 6 pm— Year 4 Carol Concert at 

Holy Apostles Church  (Imperial Avenue/Fosse Road 

South) -parents welcome!  

 

Monday 18th December 1.30pm. 20 members of Year 6 

singing for the Manor House Christmas Lunch (closed 

event)  

Monday 18th December 6pm Year 4 concert at Holy 

Apostles Church  

 

Monday 18th December [KS2 playground] 2.45pm – 

3.15pm , Year 6s carol singing in the playground – the gates 

will be opened slightly early so you can come and watch  

 

Tuesday 19th December [KS1 playground] 2.45pm – 3.15pm 

Year 6s carol singing in the playgrounds – the gates will be 

opened slightly early so you can come and watch  

 

Wednesday 20th December (last day of term) Christmas 

party afternoon – children come in clothes (Christmas 

party morning for Chestnut am)  

 

MUSIC CONCERT 

It was a celebration of music at St Mary’s on Tues 28th 

and Weds 29th November 2017. Class 4LH performed very 

well in front of parents and children playing their Ukeleles, 

which they had been learning over the last 11 weeks! It was 

super to see how confident the children were and many 

had become quite competent. What really shone through 

was how all the children looked happy and many of the 

children said that the Ukulele was a fun instrument to 

learn! A big thank you must go to Jenny Goldsworthy who 

t u t o r e d  t h e 

children; she told 

all the parents how 

the children were 

so polite and well 

behaved! Well done! 

Ms Goldsworthy 

will start a new 

block of lessons 

with the next Year 4 class the first week of December. 

 

On Weds 29th November the children who had been 

learning to play the Guitar with Mr Frankie Binns and the 

Piano with Ms Megan Crane performed in front of children 

and parents. All the children performed well and there 

appeared to be no sign of nerves!! There were 

approximately 15 piano students and 10 guitar students. The 

children playing the piano ranged in ability from beginners 

to some very accomplished pianists! 

The guitar students played a beautiful piece using selected 

chords they had arranged themselves and together they all 

made a lovely sound. Thank you to Mr Binns for tutoring the 

children so well. We at St Mary’s are all very proud of the 

children who performed over these two days. Well done! 

 

 

Chris Daye. Music Coordinator  

 

MATHS COMPETITION 

A couple of weeks ago your maths team, Maya, Stan, Amy 

and James, faced a three round maths competition. The 

first round was an amazing event. Stan said “it was a great 

experience!”. A couple of days later, we found out that we 

had got through to the second round, the semi-finals. We 

were all relieved. Yay! 

A few days ago, the maths team went to the semi-finals. “It 

was easier than the first challenge”. James said. Amy said, 

“I hope we get through!”. “I think we have a high chance of 

going to the finals.” Maya said. 

   Maya Devani 6RF 

 

 

SEVERE WEATHER 

 

In the event of extremely bad weather, 

please listen to Radio Leicester, 104.9FM 

or Capital  FM  105.4FM. These radio stations will be 

giving regular updates on the impact of the weather and 

details of closures. 


