
We are looking forward to our new topic all about ‘The Weather’. 
 
You can help at home by: 

 Regularly choosing books from the take home book box and reading stories with your child 

 Contributing to your child’s Learning Journal by filling in WOW buttons showing new skills and achievements at home. 

 Helping your child to play number games using addition and subtraction and practise counting. 

 If you are working with your child to write their name please use a capital letter only at the beginning of their name. 
. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Medium Term Planning 

Foundation Stage 1 Spring 2018 

Topic: The Weather  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
• Play in a group, extending and elaborating play ideas, e.g. building up a role-play activity 
with other children. 
• Initiate play, offering cues to peers to join them 
• Demonstrate friendly behaviour, initiating conversations and forming good relationships 
with peers and familiar adults. 
• Be more outgoing towards unfamiliar people and more confident in new social situations. 
• Be confident to talk to other children when playing, and communicate freely about own 
home and community. 
• Show confidence in asking adults for help. 
• Begin to accept the needs of others and can take turns and share resources, sometimes 
with support. 
• Usually tolerate delay when needs are not immediately met, and understand wishes may 
not always be met. 
• Usually adapt behaviour to different events, social situations and changes in routine. 
. 

Physical Development  
• Catch a large ball. 
• Draws lines and circles using gross motor movements. 
• Use one-handed tools and equipment, e.g. scissors 
• Hold pencil between thumb and two fingers 
• Holds pencil near point between first two fingers and thumb and use it with good 
control. 
• Copy some letters, e.g. letters from their name. 
• Observe the effects of activity on their bodies. 
• Understand that equipment and tools have to be used safely. 
• Dress with help, e.g. puts arms into open-fronted coat or shirt when held up, pull up own 
trousers, and pull up zipper once it is fastened at the bottom. 
• Eat a healthy range of foods and understand need for variety in food. 

Communication and Language  
• Listen to stories with increasing attention and recall. 
• Join in with repeated refrains and anticipate key events and phrases in rhymes and 
stories. 
• Be able to focus attention 
• Show understanding of prepositions such as ‘under’, ‘on top’, ‘behind’  
• Begin to understand ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions. 
• Begin to use more complex sentences to link thoughts (e.g. using and, because). 
• Retell a simple past event in correct order  
• Use talk to connect ideas, explain what is happening and anticipate what might happen 
next, recall and relive past experiences. 
• Question why things happen and give explanations. Asks e.g. who, what, when, how. 
• Build up vocabulary  

 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 

Playing and exploring – engagement 

Finding out and exploring 

Playing with what they know 

Being willing to ‘have a go’ 

Active learning – motivation 

Being involved and concentrating 

Keeping trying 

Enjoying what they set out to do 

Creating and thinking critically – thinking 

Having their own ideas 

Making links 

Choosing ways to do things 

Literacy 

Reading 
 

• Enjoy rhyming and rhythmic activities. 
• Show awareness of rhyme and alliteration. 
• Join in with repeated refrains and anticipate key events and 
phrases in rhymes and stories. 
• Listen to stories with increasing attention and recall. 
• Describe main story settings, events and principal characters. 
• Show interest in illustrations and print in books and print in the 
environment. 
• Recognise familiar words and signs such as own name and 
advertising logos. 
• Look at books independently. 
• Handle books carefully. 
• Know information can be relayed in the form of print. 
• Hold books the correct way up and turn pages. 
• Know that print carries meaning and, in English, is read from 
left to right and top to bottom. 

 
Writing 
• Sometimes give meaning to marks as they draw and paint. 
• Give meaning to marks that they see in different places. 

Understanding the World 
• Remember and talk about significant events in their own experience. 
• Recognise and describe special times or events for family or friends. 
• Show interest in different occupations and ways of life. 
• Know some of the things that make them unique, and can talk about some of 
the similarities and differences in relation to friends or family. 
• Comment and asks questions about aspects of their familiar world such as the 
place where they live or the natural world. 
• Talk about some of the things they have observed such as plants, animals, 
natural and found objects. 
• Talk about why things happen and how things work. 
• Develop an understanding of growth, decay and changes over time. 
• Show care and concern for living things and the environment. 
• Use a mouse to complete a simple computer program  

 

Mathematics 
• Use number names and number language  
• Recites numbers in order to 10 
• Recognise numbers 1-5, then 10 
 Touch count accurately to 5, then 10 and beyond 
 Begin to represent numbers using fingers, marks on paper or pictures. 
• Sometime match numeral and quantity correctly. 
• Compare two groups of objects, saying when they have the same number. 
• Show an interest in numerals in the environment. 
• Show an interest in number problems. 
• Separate a group of three or four objects in different ways, beginning to 
recognise that the total is still the same. 
• Shows an interest in shape and space by playing with shapes or making 
arrangements with objects. 
• Uses positional language. 
• Show interest in shapes in the environment. 
• Use shapes appropriately for tasks. 
• Begin to talk about the shapes of everyday objects,  


