
 

 

Spellings in year 3 

 

Dear parents, 

Many of you have noticed that, since Christmas, many of the children in year 3 have not been 

bringing home the traditional ten spellings to learn and to be tested on weekly. We are writing to 

you now to explain the rationale behind the teaching of spelling in year 3 and how you can help and 

support your child going forward. 

Over the Autumn term we noticed that the same children were reliably learning their spellings over 

the week. On the whole, children who were learning their ten allocated spellings at home were 

doing well in the weekly test; those who did not learn their words at home, did not. Results in these 

weekly tests, however, showed little correlation with how children approached spelling in their 

independent written work. Because of this, we decided to research and test different methods of 

teaching spelling. 

Since Christmas the majority of children have been following a programme called No Nonsense 

Spelling, whilst a small group of children continue to receive support with phonics using the KTC 

programme familiar to them from Key Stage 1.  Those still doing phonics continue to bring home 10 

weekly spellings to learn by heart. No Nonsense Spelling suggests several strategies for helping 

children to learn how to spell. We thought that it would be useful to share these with you and so 

they are accompanying this letter. We have been teaching these strategies in class. 

We have recently tested the children to see how many of the year 3/ 4 curriculum spelling list they 

are currently able to spell. We are sending home a photocopy of how they did. Rather than give out 

weekly spellings we would like the children to practise up to 5 spellings from the list each week at 

home. We will retest these words every half term to see the improvement. Please be aware that the 

list is for years 3 and 4 and we do not expect the children to be able to accurate spell every word on 

the list by the end of year 3. 

We hope that this new approach will have a more sustainable impact on the way the children 

approach spelling in their independent writing. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 

speak to us. 

Kind regards 

 

Roisin Knight  Mini Gadhok 

   


