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Welcome to the first PATCH newsletter of the school year 
and, if you are new to the school, welcome to PATCH!   

PATCH stands for Parents and Teachers, Carers and 
Helpers and is the Parent Teacher Association (PTA) for 
St Mary’s Fields Primary School. So if you are a parent or 
someone who looks after a child at the school, or are a 
member of staff here, then you already belong to PATCH – 
hey, no joining fees!

PATCH is a registered charity that raises money to help 
towards the children’s learning and play whilst at school, 
such as the cost of school trips, workshops that come to 
the school and things for the playground. 

PATCH is run by a committee of volunteers. The committee 
is voted in at the Annual General Meeting (AGM), which is 
usually held at the beginning of June. Your committee is:

events
Diwali colouring contest
Coming soon!
Check your bookbags for details!

Bag2School pick up
Wednesday, 14 November
9am at the latest! Infant playground 
or outside junior playground

Meet and Make
Community Evening 
Wednesday, 14 November
7.30-8.30pm at the Manor House
We’ll be getting ready for Christmas!

Christmas Fair
Saturday, 1 December

contact
email: stmarysfieldspatch@gmail.com
Find us on FaceBook: St. Mary’s Fields 
Primary School Community

Jayla
Chair

Melissa
Events 
Co‑ordinator

Lisa
Vice‑Chair

Liz
Events 
Co‑ordinator

Jaime  
Secretary

Ian
Newsletter Editor

David
Co‑opted Member

This could be 
you, see page 2! 
Treasurer

?

Check out our new AmazonSmile link!

How we raise money
Events we run ourselves, ranging from colouring 
competitions, through discos and bake sales to our big 
events at Christmas and in the summer.

Using ‘money-back’ schemes, such as IQ’s recent design a 
Christmas card and November’s Bag2School collection. Every 
pack of cards you buy or kilogram of stuff you put into the 
bag earns PATCH some money back from these companies.

Amazon will give PATCH 0.5% of 
anything bought through this link:
smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1027183-0
Problem with the link? Try searching 
smile.amazon.co.uk for: 
P A T C H (with the spaces) or 
our charity number, 1027183.
Excludes VAT, returns and delivery charges.

Committee update
We are looking for a new treasurer 
following Kajal’s move away from 
the area. Drop us a line if you are 
interested or if you would just like to 
join the committee to help run the 
charity. See contact details above. 
Please join us in thanking Kajal for 
her glowing enthusiasm.  
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Roundup
Farewell! Please join us in 
thanking Mrs Williams for 
her encouragement and help 
for PATCH over the years!

A French connection: 
Flo sends a big ‘thank you’ 
to everyone who stopped 
by her stall at the Summer 
Picnic to help her to raise 
£60 for the French charity, Victoir, that has set up the only 
children’s cancer hospital in Togo. Find out more at: 
www.victoir.org/en/who-we-are/, in French and English.

Plates of fun! Here are just some of the great 
entries from the seaside scene competition 
that we didn’t have space for in the 
summer newsletter. Thank you 
to all the children who took part.

Coffee mornings 
and 
Our coffee mornings and Meet and 
Makes are casual get togethers and 
great places to get to know other 
parents. Since not everyone can get to 
our coffee mornings at school, we hold 
Meet and Make evenings at the Manor 
House Community Centre, next to the 
school. These are really good fun and 
at our November meeting we will be 
making things for the Christmas Fair. 

See ‘events’ on page one and look 
out for the posters closer to the time.

How your donations 
help the school
Before the school year starts we set aside equal amounts 
of money for each year group. The teachers can use this to 
support the work they are doing in class, such as a school 
trip or workshop. For example, last year your donations 
helped Year 4 with Viking Day.

Money is also available for the school to use for larger 
groups or the school as a whole. Last year your donations 
helped towards the costs of the African Children’s Choir visit 
and repairing the playground equipment.

We also have things to buy and fees to pay that help us 
put on our events or run as a charity, such as the gazebos 
we bought last year and our subscription to PTAUK.

In the last financial year your donations raised a fantastic 
£3376.54! Thank you for supporting PATCH! Volunteering

PATCH is run entirely by volunteers. 
By donating your time, you make a 
huge difference to the school and 
help make sure that the events our 
children enjoy happen. Whether 
you’ve got an afternoon once a year 
or can make a regular commitment, 
we’d love to have you on board!

If sitting on a stall or being in front 
of people is not your thing, there are 
many other ways in which you can 
help behind the scenes, such as filling 
party bags for discos, stapling flyers 
to paper plates for bake sales and 
setting up or packing away events. 

As the event gets near look out for 
‘sign up’ sheets on our noticeboard 
next to reception. Otherwise, feel free 
to send us your details at anytime – 
see contact on page one.


